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Prof. Zvi Zohar
1.
Personal Data

Place of Birth:    U.S.A.
Date of Birth:   23.6.10949


Family Status: Married


Nationality:     Israel and U.S.


Work Address: Faculty of Law and Faculty of Jewish Studies, Bar Ilan University



Work(:03-5318417

E-mail:      zvi.zohar@biu.ac.il


Army Service:1967-1971


2.Education, Certificates and Degrees
	From-To
	Institute
	Area of Specialty
	Degree

	1974-1977
	Ben Gurion University
	General Philosophy and Jewish History
	B.A.

	1978-1982
	Hebrew University
	Contemporary Jewry
	M.A.

	1983-1989
	Hebrew University
	Contemporary Jewry
	Ph.D.


Doctoral thesis:Halakhic Responses of Egyptian and Syrian rabbis to the Challenges of Modernity
Advisors:Prof. David Hartman and Prof. Michel Abitbol
3.
Academic Administrative Positions Heldin the University
	From-To
	Institute
	Position

	2001-2012
	Rappaport Center for Assimilation Research and Strengthening Jewish Vitality
	Director


4.
Organization of National and International Scientific Conferences(since last promotion)
	Conference Title, Venue, Date

	"Rabbis and the Challenge of Assimilation: Historical and Contemporary Approaches (an            International Conference)", Bar Ilan, June 23-24, 2003

	“The Halakhic, Ideational and Public Legacy of Rabbi Ben Tziyyon Meir Hai Uzziel”, Bar Ilan, 22-23 October 2003

	“International Conference on The Jews of Egypt in Modern Times”, Bar Ilan, 12-14 February 2004

	"Russian-speaking Jewry in Global Perspective: Assimilation, Integration and Community-         building, (an International conference)",  Bar-Ilan University, 14-16 June 2004

	"Contemporary Responses to Intermarriage (an International research  conference)", Bar Ilan      21-23 June 2005

	"Christians And Muslims In Mediaeval And Contemporary  Responsa", Charles University, Prague, 9-11 May 2007

	"The Body and The Physical in the Judaic Tradition", Charles University,  Prague, 7-9.9.2008

	"International Conference on Religious Education in a Democratic State", Faculty of Law,          Bar Ilan University, 6-8 June 2010

	"International Conference on Religious Law and State’s Affairs", Faculty of  Law, Bar Ilan         University, May 29-31, 2011

	"Legal Interpretation of Religious Texts", NYU School of Law, New York,   11-12.9.2012

	“Is ‘kinyan’ a Sine Qua Non for a Jewish Marriage?”, Bar Ilan, 12 June 2013

	“Rabbi Uzziel – His Halakhic and Theological Ouevre”, Bar Ilan, 20-22 October 2013

	Inter-Disciplinary Research Group Group on Halakhic Responses to non-Jewish Legal and Political Frameworks – Academic Year 2013-2014 (funded jointly by ICORE and the Faculty of Law, Bar Ilan) 

	Inter-Disciplinary Research Group Group on Sephardic Rabbis in Modern Times Open to Enlightenment and General Culture”  – Academic Year 2014-2015 (funded jointly by ICORE and the Department of Jewish History, Bar Ilan)

	“A World in Turmoil – World War 1 and its Impact on the Jewish People”, Efrata Teachers College, Jerusalem, 25.2.2015

	“The Influence of non-Jewish Legislation and Legal Systems on Halakhic decision-Making in Modern Times”, An International Research Workshop, Bar Ilan, 3-4.6.2015

	"International Conference on Religion and Equality", Bar Ilan University (Faculty of Law),         June 9 -11, 2015



5.
Participation in National and International Scientific Conferences(since last promotion)
	Conference Title, Venue, Title of Paper Presented

	The Philosophy of the Halakha, Bar Ilan and Van Leer Institute, November 2002, “Halakhic Teleological Reasoning by Sephardic Rabbis in Modern Times”

	Tunisian Jewry, Bar Ilan, March 2003, “Rabbi Khalfon Moshe HaCohen’s Vision of the Future Jewish State”

	The Halakhic, Ideational and Public Legacy of Rabbi Ben Tziyyon Meir Hai Uzziel, Bar Ilan, October 2003, “Rabbi Uzziel’s Halakhic and Philosophical Views on Legal Guardianship”

	Yeshivot and Batei Midrash, Shazar Institute, January 2004, “The Rabbis of the Yeshiva as a Collective Persona”

	Aleppo – the City and the Jewish Community, Hebrew U. and Ben Zvi Institute, January 2004, “The Jewish Community in Aleppo During French Mandatory Rule”

	International Conference on The Jews of Egypt in Modern Times, Bar Ilan, February 2004, “Bat NaavathaMardut” – Rabbi Raphael Aharon Ben Shimon’s Project to Guard Women from Abuse by their Husbands

	International Conference ‘Text and Culture’, Paideia Institute, Stockholm, May 2004,  "The Crucial  Function of Texts in Jewish Culture".  

	International Conference on Kabbala, Halakha and Minhag, Bar Ilan, May 2005, “The Tension Between the Obligation to Rule in Accordance with MARAN – and the Sephardic Praxis of Jerisalem”

	Contemporary Responses to Intermarriage (an International research  conference), Bar Ilan,      June 2005, “Conversion of the Non-Jewish Spouse as the Preferred Halakhic response to Intermarriage” 

	International Conference Bridging The Worlds of Judaism and Islam, Bar Ilan, January 2006, "Halakha, Shari’ah and Modernization: Egyptian Examples”

	Forida International University, Miami, February 2006 Jews of Moslem  Lands,  "RabbinicAttitudes Towards non-Jews and non-Jewish Matters in Moslem Lands".

	The Jews of Lebanon, Bar Ilan, March 2006, “Aspects of the Rabbinic Writings of Lebanese Rabbis in the 20th century” 

	Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion, New York and Los Angeles, February 2007:    Visiting Scholarand Consultant to Sephardic Studies Program.

	Christians and Muslims in Mediaeval and Contemporary  Rabbinical Responsa, Charles University, Prague, May 2007,  "Christians are not Pagans: a Study of 20th century Sephardic Responsa". 

	Responsa In Modern Times, Schocken Institute, Jerusalem, May 2007, “The Responsa Literature of North Africa and the Middle east in the 20th century”

	The Jews of Syria, Bar Ilan, 2008, “A Traditional Scholar in a New Land: Hakham Sha’ulMatloubAbadi”

	Arab Jews, Ben Zvi Institute, May 2007, “The Attitude of Rabbi Israel Moshe Hazan to Arabic Language and Culture:

	Jewish Religion in Ottoman Lands, Indiana University-Bloomington, August 2007,  "The Rabbi and the Sheikh: The Tale of a Jewish-Muslim Interaction in Late 18th CenturyDamascus

	The Jews of Algeria, Ben Zvi Institute, November 2007, “The First World War as Reflected in the Halakhic Writings of Algerian Rabbis”

	Center for Middle East Studies, University of California at Berkeley, January 2008: "A Relationship Between a Sufi Master and a Rabbinic Scholar in Late 18th century Damascus".

	Iraqi Jewry, Tel Aviv University, April 2008, “Rabbi Joseph Hayyim’s Attitude to Desecrators of the Sabbath”

	Zionist Halakha, Israel Democracy Institute, Jerusalem, June 2008, “National Considerations in the halakhic Rulings of rabbi Uzziel”s

	Nationalism, Theology and Rabbinical Leadership – Rabbi Jacob Meir, Ben Zvi, June 2008, “Aspects of the World View of Rabbi Jacob Meir”

	International Congress - The Syrian Judaism and Diaspora in America, Mexico City, September 2008, "The Rabbis of Syria (in Syria) during the first half of the 20th century (until the end of theFrench Mandate)".

	The Body and The Physical in the Jewish Tradition, Charles University, Prague, September 2008, "R. Avraham Isaac Kook and R. BenzionUziel on Autopsy for Scientific Research".

	 International Conferenceof the Israeli Law and Society Association, Secularism, Nationalism and Human Rights - Law and Politics in the Middle East and Europe, Tel Aviv University, Faculty of Law, December 2009,  "Rabbinic Responses to Developments in the Egyptian Legal System and to the Impact of New Socio-Cultural Realities in English-Occupied Egypt".

	Tarshish – Tunisian Jewry, Bar Ilan, March 2010, “The Ideal Political World Order According to Rabbi Khalfon Moshe haCohen”

	International Conference onReligious Education in a Democratic State, Faculty of Law, Bar Ilan University, June 2010, "Sephardic Rabbinic Attitudes Towards Secular Studies in Jewish Schools".

	Polygamy, Polygyny, and Polyamory: Ethical and LegalPerspectives on Plural Marriage, Brandeis University, November 2010,: "Pilegesh Marriages in Modern Times".

	Dr. Samuel Atlas Memorial Lecture, Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, November 2011, “Women’s Participation in Torah and Mitzvot: Surprising Views from Sephardic Sources”.

	Yeshiva University, The Benjamin N. Cardozo School Of Law, December 2011: "Conversion toJudaism Through the Ages: Historical and Theoretical Reflections".

	The Graduate Center, City University of New York, December 2011: "Attitudes of SephardicRabbis in Modern Times Towards Non-Jews: A Preliminary Mapping of Positions".

	L’etrangerbibliquedans le regard de la tradition juive, College des Etudes Juives, AIU, Paris, January 2012,  “Le terme de ‘Guer’ peut-ilavoirdeuxsens à la fois ?".

	Jews of Lebanon – Identity and Legacy, Bar Ilan, May 2012, “Forbidden Love in Mandatory Beirut”

	Legal Interpretation of Religious Texts, NYU School of Law, New York, September 2012: respondent to lecture of Prof. ‘Abdullahi an-Na’im on Normativity, Legality and the Immutability of Sharia.

	Karaite Jewry in Egypt, Bar Ilan, May 2013, “May rabbanite and Karaite jews marry Each Other?”

	Is ‘kinyan’ a Sine Qua Non for a Jewish Marriage?, Bar Ilan, June 2013, “To What Extent is Kinyan a Worthy Building Block of a Jewish Marital relationship?”

	Rabbi Uzziel – His Halakhic and Theological Ouevre, Bar Ilan, October 2013, “Rabbi Uzziel’s View of the Correct Jewish Attitude to non-Jews”

	Facultat de Filologia, Universitat de Barcelona, October 2013: "Arabic, Hebrew and the PrimordalLanguage of Humankind – in the thought of rabbi Israel Moshe Hazan".

	Jewish Thought in Arab Societies, 1880-1960, Ben Gurion University, May 2014  "The Missing Corpus – Where Might it be Found?".

	Histories, Memories and Legacies - Jewish Refugees and Evacuees in the Soviet Union during the Second World War, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, June 2014, "Two Halakhic Responsa Reflecting  Wartime Realities, Qyzyl-Orda, 5702 (1941/2)".

	“A World in Turmoil – World War 1 and its Impact on the Jewish People”, Efrata Teachers College, Jerusalem, February 2015, “Recital of Hallel as a Religious Response to the 1918 Armistice”

	“The Influence of non-Jewish Legislation and Legal Systems on Halakhic decision-Making in Modern Times”, International Research Workshop, Bar Ilan, June 2015, "Why Jews Born in the Soviet Union after WW2 may Marry Other Jews"

	International Conference on Religion and Equality, Faculty of Law, Bar Ilan University, June 2015 "Inequality, Parity, Equality? Mapping 20th century Rabbinic positions with regard to Non-Jews".

	Between Colonial, National and Ethnic Networks - Avraham Elmaleh and his Counterparts, 1900-1967, Tel Aviv University, November 2015 "Eliyahu Hazan, Murad Farag and Mas'oud Hai Ben-Shim'on – Three Seminal Figures in Modern Egypt"


7.
Supervision of Graduate and Post-Graduate Students
	Name of Student
	Degree, Years Supervised
	Thesis Title

	Shaul Tuval
	Ph.D.  1994-1999
	The Jewish Community in Modern Turkey

	Gershon Cohen
	M.A. 2000-2003
	Aspects of Yemenite Immigration to Palestine

	Ariel Picard
	Ph.D. 2001-2005
	An Analysis of rabbi OvadiaYosefs Halakhic Views

	Rivka Nagar
	Ph.D. 2004-2008
	Responses of Jerban Rabbis to Modernity

	Yaron Naim
	Ph.D. 2005-2009
	Rabbi Moshe KhalfonhaCohen

	Sigalit Dill
	M.A. 2008-2009
	A Literary Analysis of Responsa by Spanish Rabbis

	David Kapach
	Ph.D. 2007-2011
	Rabbi Yosef Kapach as a Rabbinical Judge

	Sigalit Dill
	Ph.D. 2010-2013
	A Literary Analysis of 16th century Sephardic Responsa

	David Biton
	Ph.D. 2009-2016
	Halakhic Responses of Moroccan rabbis to Modernity

	Yoel Bar Gil
	Ph.D. 2011- now
	Rabbi Hayyim David HaLevi’s Conception of the Optimal Israeli Polity

	RonelAtiyya
	Ph.D. 2013- now
	The Educational and Didactic Innovations of Rabbi Khalfon Moshe HaCohen

	Rami ElGrably
	M.A. 2014-now
	The Optional Sum added to the Ketubba in Morocco (16TH-20th centuries)

	Moshe Cohen
	M.A. 2014- now
	Rabbinic Creativity of Damascene rabbis in 20th century Argentina

	Shelly Malka
	M.A. 2014-2015
	Tradition and Change in the Customs of Olim to Israel as Viewed by Rabbi Moshe Malka

	Yaakov Haddad
	M.A. 2015- now
	Methodologies of Talmudic Study in Tunis

	Yair Klein
	M.A. 2015- now
	Kabbala as a Major Factor in Halakhic Cecision Making, according to rabbi Mordekhai Eliyahu

	
	
	



8. Miscellaneous: Member in Professional Committees, Editor/Member of an editorial committee, etc. 

	Date
	Editor/Member of Editorial Committee

	2000- now
	Pe’amim (member of Editorial Committee)

	2010-now
	Journal of Law, Religion and State (co-editor)

	2006- now
	Journal for the Study of Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewry(member of Editorial Committee)

	2015-now 
	TsiyyonutDatit (Religious Zionism) (member of Editorial Committee)

	Date
	Additional Activities

	1978 – now
	Research Fellow / Senior Research Fellow, Shalom Hartman Institute, Jerusalem

	2008
	Member, Committee for Awarding the Ben Zvi Prize

	2013 + 2015
	Member, Committee for Awarding The Tager Prize

	2006- now
	Member, Committee for the Publication of the Works of Rabbi Uzziel

	2004- now
	Member, Advisory Board, Project for Source-Book of the History of Jewish Education (JTS-Schocken Institute)

	2000- now
	Member, Steering Committee, “Mimizrach Shemesh”

	2005-2007
	Member, Committee of Israeli Ministry of Education for Creating Program of Torah she-b’al-peh studies for non-Religious Secondary Schools

	Date
	Awards and Honors

	2006
	Gaon Prize for Research on North African Jewry
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