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(Purdue University Press, 2012)

Judith Baumel-Schwartz, Never Look Back: The Jewish Refugee Children in Great Britain 1938-1945

m Dalia Ofer, Francoise Ouzan and Judith Baumel-Schwartz (eds.), Holocaust Survivors: Resettlement,
Memories, Identities (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Press, 2012)

m  Elisheva Baumgarten and Sylvia Barack Fishman (eds.), Gender and Jewish Identity (Nashim 22, 2012)

m Elisheva Baumgarten, Amnon Raz-Krakotzkin and Roni Weinstein (eds.), Tov Elem: Memory, Community and Gender
in Medieval and Early Modern Jewish History - Festschrift in Honor of Prof. Robert Bonfil, (Mossad Bialik:

Jerusalem, 2011)

(2011 ,pHX TOID :DHVINY) YN AITIHIN AY'ApI NII2T,NANIN A TI'D VAW D' XY ,(DI1V) YN [N IPN 01" m
m Yigal Levin and Amnon Shapira (eds.), War and Peace in Jewish Tradition: From the Biblical World to the Present

(Routledge, 2012)
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Outstanding Awards to Faculty Members
ny

Prof. Adiel Schremer

Adiel Schremer, an Associate
Professor in our department,
teaches the history of the Jews and
Judaism in the late Roman period.
Prof. Schremer heads the Halpern
Center for the Study of Jewish Self-Perception at Bar-llan
since 2005 and was recently appointed as the Gruss
Professor of Talmudic Literature at Harvard University.
Schremer is the recipient of several prizes, among them
the Urbach Prize from the Memorial Foundation for
Jewish Culture and the World Union for Jewish Studies,
the Rosen-Zvi Prize from the Faculty of Law at Tel Aviv
University, and the Ish Shalom Prize from Yad Ben Zvi. His
publications include Male and Female He Created
Them: Jewish Marriage in Late Second Temple,
Mishnah and Talmud Periods (Jerusalem: The Zalman
Shazar Center for Jewish History, 2003) and Brothers
Estranged: Heresy, Christianity, and Jewish Identity in
Late Antiquity (Oxford and New York: Oxford University
Press, 2010). Last year Prof. Schremer received the Bruno
Prize from Yad Ha-Nadiv (the Rothschild Foundation),
which is considered one of the most prestigious prizes in
the Israeli academy given to exceptional scholars. His
current project attempts to create a framework for a
critical-historical study of halakhic decision-making. First
fruits of this project are his papers, "Toward Critical
Halakhic Studies’, and "Realism in Halakhic Decision-
Making".

Prof. Shmuel Feiner

In the academic year 5772, Prof.
Feiner was a visiting professor at
Yale University in the Jewish
Studies Program (fall semester),
and a visiting professor at the
Universities of Frankfurt and Disseldorf in Germany
(spring semester). During his stay in Germany he was the
guest of the Humboldt Fund, which awarded him the
Humboldt Research Award. The prestigious Humboldt
Award, granted in recognition of a researcher's
achievements to date, is given to academics whose work
has had a significant impact on their own discipline and
who are expected to continue carrying out cutting edge
research in the future. During the meeting of Humboldt
Award winners in March 2012 in Bamberg, and in the
presence of the President of Germany, Prof. Feiner was
invited, as the representative of the humanities, to
address the assembled prize winners from many
countries around the world concerning his research.
During his sabbatical, Prof. Feiner participated in
conferences and lectured in seminars and delivered
guest lectures in various universities, among them the
University of Maryland, Munich, Luzern, Aachen, King's
College London, University College London, CUNY, NYU,
Berlin, Frankfurt, Dusseldorf, and Basel.

Recently Published Books by Department Members

m Judith Baumel-Schwartz, Never Look Back: The Jewish Refugee Children in Great Britain 1938-1945

(Purdue University Press, 2012)

m Dalia Ofer, Francoise Ouzan and Judith Baumel-Schwartz (eds.), Holocaust Survivors: Resettlement,
Memories, Identities (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Press, 2012)

m Elisheva Baumgarten and Sylvia Barack Fishman (eds.), Gender and Jewish Identity (Nashim 22, 2012)

m Elisheva Baumgarten, Amnon Raz-Krakotzkin and Roni Weinstein (eds.), Tov Elem: Memory, Community and Gender
in Medieval and Early Modern Jewish History - Festschrift in Honor of Prof. Robert Bonfil, (Mossad Bialik:

Jerusalem, 2011)

(2011 ,pX1 TOID :DHVINY) YN AITHIN2 AY'API N2 ,NANIA TN VAW D' XY (DY) HNIN [N IPN OI' =
m  Yigal Levin and Amnon Shapira (eds.), War and Peace in Jewish Tradition: From the Biblical World to the Present

(Routledge, 2012)
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' Dr. Orly Caroline Meron

(2012, |1 1IDDI TRIXDN Y1'PN NXXIN)

Dr. Orly Caroline Meron’s book, Jewish Entrepreneurship in Salonica, 1912-1940: An Ethnic
Economy in Transition (Sussex Academic Press, 2011) is a study of the business world in
Salonica Greece during the three decades that preceded the Second World War and the
destruction of the largest Sephardic population in Europe. The book follows the economic

history of Salonica’s Jews from the creation of the modern Greek state in 1912 until October,
1940 when Greece joined the Second World War. The book presents research based on a wide array of primary sources
including the archives of Banque Union and Banque Amar, two banks owned by Jews. The study thus allows scholars
to access the last voices of the Jews of Salonica before the community was obliterated. Dr. Orly Caroline Meron is a
senior lecturer in our department and in the Combined Interdisciplinary Department of Social Sciences. Her research
focuses on the economic and demographic history of the Jews from the early Modern period to the present.




Dedication of the
Marcell & Maria Roth
Chair for the History and
Culture of Polish Jews -
May 22, 2012

On May 22, 2012, a dedication
ceremony for the newly established
Marcell and Maria Roth Chair for the
History and Culture of Polish Jews was
held. In attendance was the president of
the university, the rector, the assistant
to the president for research, the
deputy head of mission of the Polish
Embassy in Tel Aviv, as well as members
of the board of trustees, family and
friends of the donors. The guests of
honor at the ceremony were the donors
of the chair, Prof. Richard Pipes and Mrs.
Irene Pipes of the United States.

In addition to greetings from Prof. Yaron
Harel and the various dignitaries, the
ceremony featured a panel discussion
entitled “Polish Jewish History - New Tools,
New Sources, New Contexts” The
participants in the panel were Prof.
Moshe Rosman, Dr. Adva Selzer and

In his remarks for the occasion, Prof.
Bacon noted the changes that the
field of Polish Jewish history has
undergone in the last generation, in
which the field has become a truly
international one, embracing scholars
from Israel, North America, Western
Europe, and Poland itself.

He described the contributions of the
present generation of historians of
Polish Jewry and emphasized their
awareness of the difference between
history and memory and their use of
the differences and tensions between
the two. Bacon summed up by saying
"Our generation’s narrative of Polish
Jewish history reflects who we are,
what we have learned from previous
generations, and not a little of our
desire for a newer narrative to reach a
wider audience and influence the
ongoing relations of Poles and Jews."

This chair is a most generous gift to
the university, made by the Pipes
family, well known for their long
decades of support for Polish Jewish
Studies. Mrs. Irene Pipes has served as
President of the American Foundation
for Polish-Jewish Studies, and has
been behind the publication of Polin,
the flagship journal of Polish Jewish
studies. With the establishment of the
Roth Chair, named after her parents,
Mrs. Pipes’ involvement in the
furthering of Polish Jewish studies has
entered a new and expanded phase.

Prof. Gershon Bacon, who was named
the first incumbent of the Roth Chair.

International Conference 2012/5772

OnJune 20-21, 2012 an international conference entitled "Conflicts and Disputes
in Jewish Communities over the Generations" took place. .

The conference included discussions on conflicts and disputes in Jewish
communities in all historical periods and in many places, from Rangoon in Burma
to Chicago in the United States. The lecturers came from our department and
from most of the universities in Israel, as well as from Yale University in the US, the
University of Wroctaw in Poland, and the Sorbonne of Paris. There was also
representation from the Bar-llan program for Studies in Conflict Management,
Resolution and Negotiation. We dealt with, for example, the struggle of the
Returnees to Zion with the am'haaretz, the inter-ethnic struggle in Israel, the
disputes in the rabbinical courts in San'a, and the culture of disputation in the
study house of the Rabbinic Sages. The variety of lectures dealt with groups such
as Hasidim, Karaites, Rabbis, Gentiles, politicians, Nazirites, immigrants, plutocrats
and Haredim, and with subjects such as Zionism, immigration, religion, the State,
justice, marriage and Messianism. An emphasis was also placed on avoidance of
conflict, arbitration, appeasement, and those who pursued peace throughout
Jewish history. In general, the lectures in the conference dealt with conflict as a
significant way of communicating and relating between people, which has its own
rules and customs. The conference was organized by Prof. Moshe Rosman, Dr.
Emmanuel Friedheim and Prof. Shaul Regev.

Faculty Trip to Old Jaffa

Early in June the faculty of the
department spent a day touring Old
Jaffa guided by Mr. llan Schori, a
doctoral candidate in the department.
At the end of a fascinating trip
around the old city, we gathered at
Gueta, a well-known restaurant in
Jaffa. At the restaurant, Prof. Yaron
Harel surveyed the accomplishments
of the past year and outlined the
challenges the department will face
over the next months and years.

Visiting Scholar

The department
hosted a visiting
scholar from abroad
- Dr. Susana Brauner,
a scholar of Latin
American Jewry
from the Universidad Argentina de
la Empresa. During her stay, she met
with faculty and students to discuss
her area of expertise and explore
options for research collaborations
with the department. She also
presented at the departmental
seminar on the topic of “Syrian Jews
in Argentina.’




Israel and
Golda Koschitzky Fund

Thanks to the generosity of the Israel
and Golda Koschitzky Fund, many of our
exceptional graduate students were
awarded fellowships this past year. This
list represents only some of these
awards:

m Shalom Edri
Education, Adolescents and
Discipline Problems in the Land of
Israel in the Shadow of the Rebellion
and the Bar-Kokhba Revolt:
Historical Aspects.
supervised by Dr. Emmanuel Friedheim

m Guy Bracha
"el-Alam al-Isra'illi" - The Place of the
Journal in the Jewish and Arabic
Press in the Middle East on the
Background of the Changes in the
Syrian and Lebanese Jewish
Communities, 1921-1948.
supervised by Prof. Yaron Harel

m Jehudah Hartman
Jewish Orthodoxy's Response to
Anti-Semitism in Hungary 1867-1944.
supervised by Prof. Shmuel Feiner

m Inbar Gabay-Zadah
Miriam’s Well in Ashkenaz in the
Middle Ages.
supervised by Dr. Elisheva Baumgarten

m Moriah Herman
Attitudes and Policies in Relation to
Youth in the Hasidic Movement
during the Interwar Period in Poland,
1914-1933: Responses to the
Abandonment of Religion.
supervised by Prof. Moshe Rosman

m Miriam Levy
Jewish Feminism among Muslim
Societies during the Age of
Colonialism: Jewish Women in Urban
Morocco, 1912-1956.
supervised by Dr. Orly Meron

m Joel Lieberman
The Society of the Sages of Yavneh:
A Prosopographical Research.
supervised by Prof. Ben-Zion Rosenfeld

® Hagit Amrani
The Portuguese Jewish Community in
Tunis as Reflected in the Ketubot in
the 18th and 19th Centuries.
supervised by Prof. Moises Orfali

m [lan Schori
The Man and the City - Meir
Dizengoff's Influence on the
Development and Significance of
Tel Aviv, 1921-1936.
supervised by Prof. Judy
Baumel-Schwartz

High School Workshops

This year the Israel and Golda Koschitzky Department of Jewish History
conducted workshops in which faculty members met with high school students
that study history on the honors level. During these workshops the students
visited the campus, toured the library and met with one scholar from the
department for a short lecture and discussion. These workshops were very
successful and we look forward to their continuation as we see this as a way of
planting the seeds for future students of the department.

Doctoral Students’' Forum

A doctoral forum was established this
year, in order to bring together all of
the doctoral students of the
department. The purpose of this
forum is to provide a framework for
doctoral students to share the
challenges they encounter in their
work. Prof. Kimmy Caplan headed the
forum and met regularly with our
students. These meetings also
encouraged further cooperation
between the students themselves.

The doctoral forum hosted two
prominent scholars from the Hebrew
University, Prof. Yoram Bilu and Prof.
Emanuel Sivan, both of whom spoke
with the students about
methodological issues and the
crossroads between history and the
social sciences. The students also
presented their own research and had
the opportunity to hear the
responses of their peers. This forum
will continue this year as well.

Departmental Seminar in Memory of Prof. Joshua Kaniel

The departmental seminar in memory
of Prof. Joshua Kaniel takes place every
week and all the graduate students
participate in it. It is an opportunity for
scholars from other universities in
Israel and abroad to present their work
to the members of the department and
for our students to become familiar
new methods and approaches. This
year's guests included: Prof Yosef
Kaplan, the President of the World
Union of Jewish Studies (Hebrew
University); Prof. Aviva Halamish (Open
University); Prof. Yaron Tzur (Tel Aviv
University); Prof. Rachel Elior (Hebrew
University); Prof. Ephraim Kanarfogel
(Yeshiva University); Dr. Haim Sa'adon
(Yad Ben Tzvi); Prof. Jacob Shweika
(Head of the Cairo Geniza Digitization
Project, Tel Aviv University); Dr. Rami
Reiner (Ben Gurion University); Dr.
Michael Silber (Hebrew University). In
addition, members of our faculty
presented their work.

This past year we celebrated former members of our faculty: Prof. Simon
Schwarzfuchs, Prof. Aaron Demsky and Prof. Shlomo Spitzer. A mini-symposium
was held in honor of each colleague and their work was discussed by colleagues.
We hope to continue to see all of them at departmental events.
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From the chair

In these days, | mark the conclusion of my first year as chair
of the Israel and Golda Koschitzky Department of Jewish
History of Bar-llan University. From the outset | have
approached the position with a deep feeling of mission and
responsibility, and | am happy and proud to present in this
bulletin the achievements and activities of the department
in the past year.

From the time of its founding in 1956, the department has
continuously grown, both in terms of the number of faculty
members and in terms of the number of students.
According to the report of the Council of Higher Education
from 2007, this is the largest Jewish history department in
Israel (if not in the world). This finding is still valid.

The faculty members of the department are among the best
by any criterion. Among them are three Shazar Prize
winners, as well the Ben-Zvi Prize, the National Jewish Book
Award (USA), the Jordan Schnitzer Book Award, the Koret
Prize, the President's Prize (Israel), the Hecht Prize, and other
important prizes in Israel and abroad. Department
members are invited to prestigious research institutes in
Europe and the United States almost every year. Similarly,
department members are invited to lecture and teach in
universities throughout the world and to appear in
important  academic  conferences. The academic
productivity of the faculty members, especially in terms of
writing and publishing books in prestigious academic
presses in Israel and abroad, is exemplary both
quantitatively and qualitatively. One third of the executive
committee of the Israel Historical Society are department
members.

We are witness to a consistent growth in the number of MA
and PhD students who decide to pursue their degree in our
department. Over the course of the past year, many of these
students have won prestigious scholarships that have
enabled them to carry out their studies.
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Looking toward the coming academic year, we have carried
out a re-organization and refreshing of the curriculum.
Within this framework we will be opening a new MA track
for teachers. The departmental seminar has become an
attractive location both for lecturers from Israel and abroad
and for the students and auditors who come to be exposed
weekly to the newest in research in Jewish history. In the
framework of the seminar we bid farewell to Prof. Aaron
Demsky and Shlomo Spitzer, who have recently retired. We
also celebrated the appearance of the festschrift in honor of
Prof. Simon Schwarzfuchs's eightieth birthday. In this way,
the seminar has been a way of fostering the feeling of
academic community.

This year the first international conference of the
department took place. Scholars from Israel, Poland, France
and the United States took part. The conference generated
much positive feedback, and we are already planning next
year's event.

We have established a forum for doctoral students, under
the supervision of Prof. Kimmy Caplan. During the first
semester we hosted Dr. Suzanna Brauner, a guest researcher
from the University of Buenos Aires, who studies Latin
American Jewry.

For the first time we held a meeting of high school students
with a concentration in history with researchers from the
department.

We inaugurated the establishment of Marcell and Maria
Roth Chair for Research for the History and Culture of Polish
Jewry.

All of this was made possible by the spirit of cooperation,
initiative and volunteering among the faculty members as a
whole, and thanks to the dedicated work of the
departmental office, headed by Ms. Cohava Akrabi.

| would like to offer my deepest thanks to the Koschitzky
family for their generous contribution to our teaching and
research.

The Jewish History Department has tremendous potential,
which has been until now only partially fulfilled. We look
forward to the future, when the department will be a
greenhouse for teaching and research, characterized by an
unceasing striving for excellence and high academic
achievement, but also a place where it is an honor and a
pleasure to work.

Prof. Yaron Harel



